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In memory of

Prof. Ing. Alexander Sommer, DrSc.

Necakane prehral 16. novembra 2006 zapas o
zivot vynikajuci vedecky pracovnik a vzacny Clovek.

Prof. Sommer sa narodil 12. oktébra 1936 v
Matejovciach pri Poprade. Po $tudidch na gymnaziach
v KeZzmarku a Poprade, kde maturoval v roku 1955, a
absolvovani Vysokej Skoly polnohospodarskej v Nitre
(1961), bol prijaty na Vyskumny dustav zivocisnej
vyroby v Nitre, aby pdsobil v oblasti vyskumu vyzivy
hospodarskych zvierat. Vel'mi skoro sa prejavil ako
nadany, tvorivy, mimoriadne aktivny, cielavedomy
a organizatne schopny pracovnik, ktory si vytvara
prirodzenu autoritu a doéveru u spolupracovnikov i v
sirSej komunite vedeckych a odbornych pracovnikov.

Tosapochopitel'neprejaviloajvjehokvalifikaénom
postupe a pri poverovani réznymi funkciami. Hodnost
CSc. (PhD.) ziskal v roku 1965 a DrSc. obh4jil ako jeden
z najmladsich v oblasti poI'nohospodarskych vied uz v
roku 1977. Jeho dizerta¢né prace z oblasti metabolizmu
dusikatych latok u prezivavcov prinasali originalne
poznatky a mali vel'mi priaznivy domaci i zahrani¢ny
ohlas. Docentom bol od roku 1985 a o tri roky bol
menovany za profesora pre oblast’ vyzivy a fyziologie
zvierat na Vysokej Skole pol'nohospodarskej v Nitre.

V roku 1968 sa na zaklade vol'by spolupracovnikov
stal vedicim novovytvoreného oddelenia vyzivy zvierat,
ktoré budoval prakticky od zakladu a rozvijal az do formy
Ustavu vyzivy zvierat v ramci VUZV v Nitre. Od roku
1975, najprv ako vedecky sekretar a potom ako Statutarny
zastupca riaditela mal vo svojej pdsobnosti vedecko-
vyskumny usek Vyskumného tstavu zivoéisnej vyroby.

Vedecké prace prof. Sommera su v hlavnom
rozsahu zamerané na problémy travenie zivin,
proteosyntézy a proteolyzy u prezuvavcov, ilealnej
stravitelnosti aminokyselin u oSipanych, ale venuje
sa aj problematike degradovatelnosti bielkovin,
geneticky modifikovanym krmivam a vztahom medzi

Professor Alexander Sommer

An excellent scientific worker and a man in a
thousand lost his struggle for life unexpectedly on 16th
November 2006.

Born at Matejovce in Poprad on October 12, 1936,
Professor Sommer attended high schools in Kezmarok and
Poprad before taking the school leaving examination in
1955. After his graduation from the University of Agriculture
in Nitra (1961) he was engaged in the Research Institute
for Animal Production in Nitra in the field of farm animal
nutrition. Very soon his qualities as a talented, creative,
extraordinarily active, determined man capable of organizing
with natural authority, able to boost the confidence of his
co-workers as well as of broader community of scientific
workers and specialists came into the fore.

Naturally, it became evident also from his
qualifications, positions and charges held throughout his
career with various functions. He obtained a PhD. Degree
in 1965, and by 1977, earned the merit of successfully
defending the DSc. degree as one of the youngest people in
the sphere of agricultural sciences. His thesis in the sphere of
metabolism of crude proteins in ruminants brought original
knowledge and was met with very positive acceptance at
home and abroad. He served as an Associate Professor since
1985, and three years later he was appointed as a Professor
in the sphere of nutrition and physiology of animals at the
University for Agriculture in Nitra.

In 1968, his co-workers elected him as founder head
of the newly created Department of Animal Nutrition which
later, due to his continuous efforts, came to be known as the
Institute for Animal Nutrition within the Research Institute
for Animal Production in Nitra. Since 1975 at first as a
scientific secretary and then as statutory deputy director he
served the scientific and research section of the Research
Institute for Animal Production in various capacities.

Scientific works of Prof. Sommer dealt mainly
with problems of nutrients digestion, proteosynthesis and
proteolysis in ruminants, ileal digestibility of amino acids
in pigs, but he also left significant contributions in the fields
of protein degradability, genetically modified feeds and
relations between crude proteins and energy in nutrition of
animals, as well as utilization of stimulatory substances and
the ecological aspects of animal production. From the above
mentioned areas he published as author and/or co-author 228
original scientific papers, also in periodicals recorded in CC,
in the collections of papers from foreign and native scientific
events, 311 contributions, 38 books, several chapters in
books and monographs and 264 articles in specialized press
and daily newspapers. The importance of his publication
activity is supported by 450 bibliographical references, out
of which 143 figure out in SCI index. He was a member of
editorial boards of various native and foreign journals.
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dusikatymi latkami a energiou vo vyzive zvierat i
vyuzitiu stimulacnych latok a ekologickym aspektom
zivocisnej produkcie. Z uvedenych oblasti publikoval
ako autor a spoluautor 228 povodnych vedeckych prac
aj v periodikach evidovanych v CC, v zbornikoch na
zahrani¢nych a domacich vedeckych podujatiach 311
prispevkov, 38 kniznych publikacii, kapitol v knihach a
monografii a 264 ¢lankov v odbornej a dennej tlaci. O
vyzname jeho vedeckej publikacnej tvorby sved¢i 450
citacii, z toho 143 v indexe SCI. Bol ¢lenom redakénych
rad nasich a zahrani¢nych casopisov.

Vysledky jeho prace mali odozvu aj v réznych i
mimorezortnych institucidch. Okrem ¢Glenstva v CSAZ
(1980-1990) bol zvoleny za ¢lena SAV i CSAV a v rokoch
1988 az 1990 bol ¢lenom ich prezidii. Osem rokov (1988-
1995) vykonaval funkciu predsedu vedeckého kolégia
SAV pre polnohospodarske, lesnicke a veterinarne
vedy a od roku 1990 aj podpredsedu vedeckého kolégia
CSAV pre teoretické zaklady polnohospodérstva. V roku
2005 bol zvoleny za riadneho ¢lena Ucenej spolocnosti
SAV. Clenom Slovenskej akadémie podohospodarskych
vied a jej predsedom bol od roku 2004 az do skonania.
Po zriadeni Agentary SAPV v roku 1994 ho minister
podohospodarstva SR menoval za riaditela tejto
institacie, v ktorej pdsobil az do roku 2003. Okrem toho
bol ¢lenom vedeckych rad vo viacerych vyskumnych
ustavoch, na univerzitach, ale aj vo vedeckych organoch
vyznamnych zahrani¢nych vedeckych a pedagogickych
organizacii. Napr. ako zahrani¢ny ¢len Zvazu nemeckych
vyskumnych institacii pol'nohospodarskych, Nemecke;j
spolocnosti  fyziologie vyzivy, Zvédzu krmovinarov
Rakuska, Euroépskej asocidcie pre zivociSnu vyrobu
(EAAP), Ukrajinskej akadémie pol'nohospodarskych
vied, Ceskej akadémie polnohospodarskych vied a
inych. Vykonaval rad rokov predsedu a ¢lena komisii
pre obhajobu kandidatskych a doktorskych dizertacnych
prac a funkciu ¢lena Komisie pre vychovu a vedecku
kvalifikaciu pri predsednictve SAV. V rokoch 2000-2004
bol ¢lenom rady vlady pre vedu a techniku.

V roku 1981 kandidoval za vedeckotechnickt
spolo¢nost’ a bol zvoleny za poslanca do snemovne 'udu
Federalneho zhromaZdenia CSSR, kde od roku 1986 do
polovice roku 1990 vykonaval funkciu predsedu vyboru
pre pol'nohospodarstvo a vyzivu. Poslaneckého mandatu
a uvedenej funkcie nebol zbaveny ani po roku 1989.

Bohata bola aj pedagogicka ¢innost’ prof. Sommera.
Okrem prednasok na nasich vysokych skolach a univerzitach
ma vyberové prednasky aj v zahrani¢i (Humboldtova
univerzita, Berlin; Mendelova univerzita, Bro a iné). Ako
Skolitel' vychoval rad vedeckych pracovnikov a vel'mi
casto bol pozyvany ako prednasatel’ roznymi odbornymi
zaujmovymi organizaciami a pre vyrobnu sféru.

Vyznamnou charakteristikou prof. Sommera je
jeho medzinarodna vedecka ¢innost’. V rokoch 1977-1980
organizoval a viedol rozsiahly medzinarodny experiment
s ucast'ou vedeckych pracovnikov zo 7 krajin, zamerany

Results of his work met with wide acceptance and
praise also from various extra departmental institutions.
Besides holding the membership of the Czechoslovak
Academy of Agriculture (1980 — 1990) he was also elected
as a member of the Slovak Academy of Sciences (SAS) as
well as Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences (CAS), and
during 1988 — 1990 he was a member of their boards of
management. For eight years (1988 — 1995) he performed
the function of the chairman of the scientific council of
the SAS for agricultural, forestry and veterinary sciences,
and since 1990 also as deputy chairman of the scientific
council of the CAS for theoretical basis of agriculture.
In 2005, he was elected as a full member of the Learned
Society of SAS. He was a member of the Slovak Academy
of Agricultural Sciences, and since 2004 its chairman until
his death. After the establishment of the Agency SAAS the
Ministry of Agriculture of the Slovak Republic appointed
him as the director of this institution in 1994, which he went
on to continue till 2003. Besides, he was also a member
of scientific councils of a number of research institutes,
universities as well as scientific organs of outstanding
international scientific and educational organizations.
For instance, as foreign member of the Association of the
German Agricultural Research Institution, German Society
of Nutrition Physiology, Association of Austrian Feed
Producers, European Association for Animal Production,
Ukrainian Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Czech
Academy of Agricultural Sciences, among others. For a
couple of years he acted as the chairman as well as member
of commissions for defence of doctoral theses, and as
member of the Commission for education and scientific
qualification at the Board of SAS. During 2000 — 2004 he
was appointed as a member of the council of government
for science and technology.

Inthe year 1981 he stood as the member of Scientific-
Technical Society and was elected as a member of the House
of the People of the Federal Council of the Czechoslovak
Socialist Republic; he held the position of chairman of the
committee for agriculture and nutrition from 1986 till 1990.
He remained in this position even after 1989.

Rich were also the educational activities of Prof.
Sommer. He used to visit, as a guest lecturer, not only the
universities at home but also abroad (Humboldt University
in Berlin, Mendel University in Brno, among others). As a
supervisor he educated a number of scientific workers, and
he was very often invited as lecturer by various organizations
special-interest and in the production sphere.

Important characteristics of Prof. Sommer included
his international scientific activity. In the period from 1977
— 1980, he organized and conducted a broad international
experiment, in which participated scientific workers
from 7 countries. It was aimed at the metabolism of non-
proteinous nitrogen in ruminants. Unique knowledge
obtained in this experiment was published in journals
recorded in CC abroad. He worked in co-operation with
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nametabolizmus nebielkovinového dusikau preziivavcov.
V experimente sa ziskali unikatne poznatky publikované
v zahrani¢nych karentovanych casopisoch. Aktivne
spolupracoval s vedeckymi a vedecko-pedagogickymi
institGciami v Nemecku, Holandsku, Velkej Britanii,
Franctzsku, Belgicku, Rakusku, Pol'sku, Mad’arsku,
Bulharsku, Rusku a Kanade.

Aktivne sa ziastioval aj na vedeckych konferenciach
Eurépskeho zootechnického zdruzenia (European Association
for Animal Production) i svetovych kongresov z oblasti
zootechniky, fyziologie vyzivy zvierat a pod., kde prezentoval
vysledky ustavu a slovenskej vedy v danej oblasti.

Bohata c¢innost prof. Sommera bola viackrat
zasluzene ocenenda doma i v zahrani¢i. Obdrzal Statnu
vedecku cenu za vysledky v oblasti metabolizmu dusika
u zvierat, zlat¢ medaily SAV za rozvoj biologickych vied,
Veterinarnej univerzity vo Viedni, Veterinarnej univerzity v
Kosiciach, Slovenskej pol'nohospodarskej univerzity v Nitre,
Ministerstva pddohospodarstva SR, Pamétnt plaketu SAV za
prispevokkrozvojuvedy, Medailu SAPV zarozvoj Slovenskej
akadémie podohospodarskych vied a Statne vyznamenanie
Rad Dudovita Stura I. triedy. Dalej cenu CSAZ a SAPV
za vedecké vysledky, viacnasobné ocenenie Slovenského
literarneho fondu za knizné publikacie a d’alSie uznania a
ocenenia vedeckymi a pedagogickymi institiciami.

Viedol autorsky kolektiv pre vypracovanie novych
modernych noriem potreby zivin pre prezivavcov a
hodnotenie krmiv, ktoré su kompatibilné s najnovsimi
normami pouzivanymi v krajinach EU.

Vyse 45 rokov som bol s prof. Sommerom v tom
najuz§om pracovnhom prepojeni v ramci posobenia vo
VUZV v Nitre i v mimo ustavnych a medzinarodnych
aktivitach, ale aj v priatel'skych kontaktoch. Preto
myslim, Ze mézem hodnoverne ocenit’ jeho mimoriadne
vedecke, tvorivé a koncepcné i organizacné schopnosti,
preciznost, obetavost’ pre instituciu a kolektiv, cestné,
zasadové postoje a Cisty charakter, vysoku naro¢nost
predovsetkym voci sebe i jeho velké zasluhy na budovani
ustavu, ale aj slovenskej zootechnickej vedeckej zakladne
a jej dostojnej prezentacii doma i v zahranici.

Mali sme sa stretnt’ pri jeho zivotnom jubileu a
vzdat’ mu zasluznli uctu, podakovat’ za vsetko, ¢o urobil
pre slovensku vedu, naSu spolocnost’, pre 'udi a institicie, v
ktorych pdsobil, i pre nas, jeho spolupracovnikov a priatelov.
Osud mu nedoprial zostat’ medzi nami, ani tych niekol’ko
dni, ktoré zostavali do tohto stretnutia. Ostalo po nom vela
prazdnych miest, vel'a nenaplnenych predsavzati.

Bude chybat’ predovsetkym svojim najbliz§im a
priatel'om, ale aj vede a vSade tam, kde aktivne pdsobil.

Jeho odchod je bolestivy pre kazdého, kto ho
dobre poznal, kto mal prilezitost sa s nim stretavat’.

Zostava vsak po nom dostojny monument
zivotného diela jeho prace a l'udskej posobnosti, preziva
d’alej v nasej mysli a v naSom srdci.

Nech pretrvava Cest jeho pamiatke.

Jan Plesnik

several scientific and scientific-educational institutions in
Germany, the Netherlands, Great Britain, France, Belgium,
Austria, Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria, Russia and Canada.

He also participated also in international scientific
conferences - the European Association for Animal
Production, the world congresses of zootechniques,
physiology of nutrition, to name a few, during which he
presented the scientific activities of the institute and of
the Slovak science as a whole.

Numerous works of Prof. Sommer earned rewards
at home as well as abroad. He received the state scientific
prize for his contribution in the sphere of metabolism of
nitrogen in animals, also the gold medals from the SAS for
the development in the field of biological sciences, from the
Veterinary University in Vienna, Veterinary University in
Kosice, Slovak Agricultural University in Nitra, Ministry of
Agriculture of the Slovak Republic, Commemorative plaque
of the SAS for the contribution towards the development
of science, Medal of the SAAS for the development of the
Slovak Academy of Agricultural Sciences, and a class I state
distinction Order of Cudovit Star. Furthermore, he received
the prize of the Czechoslovak Agricultural Academy and
SAAS for his scientific findings, many awards of the Slovak
Literary Fund for books, and other acknowledgements and
rewards by scientific and educational institutions.

Prof. Sommer was also the head of the team which
elaborated modern standards of nutrient requirement for
ruminants, and evaluation of feeds that are compatible
with the latest EU standards.

The author considers himself fortunate enough
to be in close contact with Prof. Sommer personally for
more than 45 years during his activities in the Research
Institute for Animal Production in Nitra and other
activities outside the institute and abroad, and also to
be on friendly terms. Which is why the author took the
opportunity of credibly acknowledging the extraordinary
scientific, creative and conceptual qualities of Prof.
Sommer, as well as his organizational abilities, precision,
devotion to the institution and the faith in the team,
honest, principled stand and genuine character, high
demands mainly towards the self, and great contribution
in the creation and development of the institute as well
as of the Slovak zoo-technical scientific basis and its
dignified presentation at home and abroad.

The time is ripe to commemorate him on the
occasion of his 70th birthday and pay our respects to
him, thank him for everything he did for the Slovak
science, our society, for people and institutions, in which
he worked, for us - his colleagues and friends. The fate
did not grant him to stay with us; not even the couple of
days that remained to the meeting. There remained many
empty spaces and many unrealized intentions.

There remains a dignified monument in the form
of his lifetime-work and human activity, and he remains
in our minds and in our hearts.
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